November /Advent Study Group 

The length and timing of Advent has varied over the centuries. It may originally have had no direct connection with Christmas, but was 40 days of preparation for those who would be baptised at the feast of the Epiphany. At one time, Advent was celebrated for the 7 weeks starting on St Martin’s Day on 11 November, until Christmas Eve. In the Celtic tradition and the Orthodox church, Advent begins on 15 November. Whatever the timing, it is an opportunity for us to pause and reflect, to withdraw from the rush, look around us, and within us, and upwards to find hope for this world. 

3. Key of David 

O come Thou Key of David, come 

And open wide our heaven’ly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high 

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Isaiah 9:6,7 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Revelation 3: 7, 8a. And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens: I know your works.

Reflect 

To have the key of David meant that that person had control over the realm of David – the city of Jerusalem and the kingdom of Israel. Jesus was seen to be the fulfilment of the promise that the seed of David would rule over Israel for ever. He was also seen as the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy about the one with ever increasing authority on his shoulder, establishing peace for the throne of David. He was the ‘Key of David’. The symbol of the key as representing power and authority is also linked with Jesus in the letter to the church in Philadelphia in the Book of Revelation, where ‘the holy one, the true one’ has the key of David with the power to open a door that no-one else can close and to close a door that no-one else can then open. 

Questions 

1. What is the most significant hope that you have for yourselves and for others? 

2. What do you find most helpful in comforting a bereaved person? 

3. Is heaven open for all?

