Lent Group Finding a Voice: Session 2: ‘Chasing the dream, or fulfilling the calling’.
‘But Moses said, ‘Please send someone else’ (Exodus 4: 13)
Intriguing question: If Moses had refused the challenge to liberate his people from Egypt, would God have sent someone else?  

Counterfactual histories are popular these days.  What if Hitler had been accepted by the Vienna Academy of Fine Arts instead of being twice rejected?  What if Edward VIII had been permitted a morganatic marriage to Mrs Simpson?  What if Bertie had refused the throne, or refused to speak in public because it was such an impossible ordeal?

There could have been few as uniquely placed as Moses to fulfil God’s calling.  A Jew who had been raised in the Egyptian royal household, had access to Pharoah and could speak to him on his terms.  He had proved his commitment to justice and his enslaved people.  But by now, Moses had found a new family and made a new life for himself in the hidden fastness of the Sinai mountains.  There was no doubt in his mind that God was calling him – the conversation was taking place next to a burning bush, after all.  But Moses had run away once. Would he do so again?
It is interesting that Moses’ fear, like Bertie’s, [George VI in The King’s Speech] centred on his inability to speak.  ‘I have never been eloquent… I am slow of speech and tongue’.  With a bit of strange wizardry involving leprous hands and staffs turning into snakes, God had proved that he would perform miracles on Moses’ behalf, but that was not enough.  Moses knew that a great deal of persuasion and verbal authority would be needed and he knew he just didn’t have it.  But God said, ‘Go; I will help you to speak and teach you what to say’.  Still Moses wavered – he couldn’t do it alone.  God, exasperated, pointed out his brother Aaron was on his way, ready to be a companion and spokesperson.  

Does calling inevitably begin in fear?  Was it always intended to be so?  If so, perhaps we need not be so afraid of fear – it may be a sign itself that we are on the right track.  And as The King’s Speech also shows us, it was Bertie’s determination in overcoming his stammer (and Elizabeth’s determination to find him help), long before any prospect of him becoming King, and long before the threat of war, that enabled him to meet the great challenge when it came.  
I have spoken till now of ‘calling’, but what Bertie was asked to do in The King’s Speech looked more like an unavoidable duty.   

Dag Hammarskjold, first Secretary General of the United Nations, wrote, ‘to let yourself be bound by a duty from the moment you see it approaching is part of the integrity that alone justifies responsibility’.
Q: Are duty and calling the same?  What do you see as the differences, if any?   Which might be harder to respond to?

