Lent Group: ‘Finding your Voice – Session 3

Advance thoughts: ‘No short cuts’.

So, then, what is your calling?  Or, to put it another way, what are your duties, tasks or challenges right now?   Or yet another way, what are the words from God that need to be translated into practice in your life?  

I originally wrote this chapter in the run-up to an Olympic year, and was acutely aware of athletes in training.  Every single one of them was honing their skills and strengths.  All had put their leisure and other activities on hold. 

There is an oft-repeated story of Hokusai, a great Japanese painter and engraver of the 19th century:

One day, a great nobleman asked Hokusai for a painting of his favourite rooster.  He agreed and asked him to come back in a week. But the delivery of the painting was postponed by a fortnight, then a month and then six months; and the painting was still not ready.  

After 3 years, the nobleman was so angry that he came to see Hokusai himself.  Hokusai quickly took his brush and with a few elegant strokes, drew the most exquisite painting of a rooster.  That made the nobleman even angrier.  

‘Why did you keep me waiting for years’ he asked, ‘if you can do it in so short a time?’

‘You don’t understand,’ said Hokusai.  ‘Come with me.’

He took the nobleman into his studio.  There all over the walls were endless drawings of roosters, the product of 3 years’ work. 

Out of that work came the mastery. 

Lional Logue knew that if Bertie was to master his stammer, it would be a long, hard haul.  Even when he was not going for therapy sessions, he needed to continue the training: mastering his breathing, exercising his jaw, reciting tongue-twisters.  Bertie believed it was important – though he didn’t yet know how important – but he was prepared for the long haul and willing to make the sacrifice.  

It is sometimes hard in the Christian tradition we have inherited to balance Jesus’ words to us about total commitment and taking up your cross each day with believing that God none the less loves us unconditionally.  It’s easy to feel ‘I’m not doing enough’, and then the guilt kicks in!  
In your life of faith and commitment, what are the things that help you?
What do you find the greatest satisfaction in doing?  Is it easy to do it well?  What did you have to work hardest at?
