
Dear Friends

Easter is the heart of the Christian message.
It  speaks  of  new hope  after  despair,  new
beginning  after  ending,  and  new  life  after
death. Easter doesn’t pretend to answer in
detail  all  the questions we have about life
and  death  and  what  lies  beyond,  but  it
points to where God is in all of that. Beside
us. With us. 

One of  the challenging and
comforting  messages  from
the  Easter  story  is  that  it
gives  an  honourable  place
to  belief  and  doubt.  For  a
story  that  is  so  often
suffused  with  light  and
certainty,  the  key  light  at
Easter  time  is  dawn.  That
grey, misty, uncertain time of
day  when  shapes  are  not
clear, colours are muted and
the world is full of possibility
and questioning. 

In a world like ours this can be unsettling.
We  want  straight  answers  to  straight
questions, and some are made uneasy by
the response, ‘well, it depends’. We cannot
know  what  happened  at  the  resurrection,
other than something happened. We cannot
be sure about exactly what Jesus did, other
than Jesus did something. Which puts us in
good company: for this was the issue that

confronted  all  Jesus’  followers  that  first
Easter.  Many believed,  but  some doubted.
Some  saw enough,  others  wanted  to  see
more.

The point  remains that  enough came to  a
place of belief and acceptance that impelled
them to witness to what was real to them.

That  somehow  Jesus  of
Nazareth,  dead  on  the
cross,  buried  in  the  tomb,
was alive and present again
and  that  life  and  presence
changed things.

It  changed a world  of  fear
into  a  world  of  hope.  It
changed  a  world  of  death
into  a  world  of  life.  It
changed  a  world  that  was
closed to a world that was
open.  It  was  enough  to
encourage  those  first
believers to go out into the
world  and  make  a
difference for those in need,

and those left out, and those in darkness.

This Easter, my prayer is for enough faith to
give us enough courage to lead us to make
that  same difference,  with  our  loved ones,
with our community, with our world, and with
our Church.

Very Revd Dr Derek Browning
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KIRK SESSION NEWS

The Kirk Session met in March. Amongst its
business:

 The Session, as the legal trustees of
the congregation, deferred approving
the  annual  accounts  until  a
presentational accounting issue about
the  sale  of  the  Cluny  Centre  was
resolved. This would likely mean the
postponement  of  the  Annual  Stated
Meeting  where  approved  accounts
were presented to  the congregation.
The  Session  thanked  the  Treasurer
and  the  Church’s  accountant  for  a
considerable amount of work done in
presenting  the  remainder  of  the
accounts,  which  becomes  an
increasingly challenging exercise. 

 Paul  Cackette  presented  documents
relating  to  the  congregation’s  PVG
work  (Protection  of  Vulnerable
Groups).  The  protection  of  children
and  vulnerable  adults,  along  with
those  who  work  with  them,  is  an
important  function  the  Kirk  Session
oversees.

 The Session Clerk  reported that  the
final  permissions  for  the  sanctuary
work  (replacing  heating,  removal  of
pews  and  renewing  some  lighting)
had  been  given  by  central  Church
authorities,  and  that  the  sale  of  the
property  at  Esslemont  Road  had
concluded satisfactorily. 

 Congregational  membership  at  the
end of 2018 was noted at 415.

 The Social Committee plans to hold
a  welcome  event  for  members  who
have  joined  the  congregation  in
recent years. 

 Staff  Committee  –  The  Moderator
reported  with  regret  that  Tommy
Batchelor had  tendered  his
resignation  on  the  grounds  of  his
health.  It  was  agreed  that  a
presentation would be organised and
presented  at  a  later  date  -  perhaps
with cake at after-church coffees.

THE BIG QUESTION

The next  discussion evening will  be  on Monday 13th May at
7.30pm in the Hermitage Bar; (you can go to the bar earlier for
a meal if  you would like).  The theme for the evening will  be
Science  and  Religion.  The  event  is  shared  between
Morningside  Parish  Church,  Greenbank  Parish  Church  and
Fairmilehead Parish Church.  The evening is open to anyone
interested and all are welcome to attend.

Edinburgh:Morningside Parish Church of Scotland: Scottish Charity No: SCO34396

2

ROLL CHANGES

Please remember in your prayers the family and friends of 

Mrs Margaret Crawford, who died on 21st February 2019.



WORSHIP MATTERS

Holy Week

Holy Week is from 14th – 20th  , with Easter Sunday on 21st April. Our church will be hosting
the Holy Week services, sharing them as usual with Greenbank Parish Church. The evening
services will be at 7.30pm. The broad theme is ‘The Art of Holy Week’, with the theme of the
sermons based on paintings or sculpture. 
There will be an additional service this year on Good Friday, a traditional ‘The Three Hours’
service with words, music and silence. The guest speaker will be Bishop Richard Holloway.
Though the service lasts in total for three hours, it is divided into half hour segments, and
the congregation is free to come and go at the end of each half hour. The artwork that has
formed the basis of the evening services in Holy Week will be on show in the Braid Hall.

There will be a service of words and music on Holy Saturday at 7.30pm. 

On Easter Sunday there will be one service at 10.30am, followed by refreshments in the St
Matthew Hall.

Remembering Service 28th April 3pm

For some years we have held an annual Service of Remembering in the Church and invited
people who have had bereavements recently or further back in the past to come along and
share in a quiet time of reflection with words and music. The service is planned for Sunday
28th April at 3pm in the Church. It will last around thirty minutes. During the service there
will be readings and some quiet, reflective music and an opportunity, if you wish to come
forward and write a name on a small star that you can place on the “Remembering Tree” in
memory of the person you would like to remember at that time. Refreshments will be served
in the Braid Hall afterwards.

The  service  is  open  to  all  members  and  friends  of  the  congregation  who  have  had  a
bereavement recently or some time ago.  Remembering the death of a loved one is never
easy, but it is an important part of moving through bereavement. Many people may find the
reflective  time  helpful,  and  an  opportunity  to  give  thanks  is  something  that  might  be
important, so if you would like to, please do come along. You will be made most warmly
welcome. 

Afternoon service, 7th May, 3.15pm

Our next afternoon service will be held in the Cluny Hall on Tuesday 7th May at 3.15pm. The
short  service is  open to all  members of  the congregation,  particularly those who find it
difficult to get to our Sunday morning services. Refreshments are served after the service. If
you would like to come to the service, please let your elder know. It may be possible to
arrange transport. Numbers have grown at this service in recent months, and you will be
made most warmly welcome.
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HOLY CORNER CHRISTIAN AID BOOKSALE 
11TH – 18TH MAY 2019

Morningside United Church has hosted a Christian Aid 
Book sale for several years. The sale acts as a focal 
point for Morningside and the surrounding 
communities. There are also other sales at St 

Andrew’s and St George’s West and at City of Edinburgh Methodist Church in Nicholson 
Square.

Although the Holy Corner Book sale is hosted by Morningside United Church, we work 
closely with Christ Church and many of our volunteers come from other local Churches.  
Last year we raised more than £16,000 for Christian Aid during the week of the sale and it 
provided an opportunity for people to come together with a shared interest, whether as 
volunteers or customers.

I would like to extend an invitation to members of your congregation to become involved 
with the book sale activities. We have already started collecting, sorting and pricing books 
for May’s sale. In addition, during the week of the sale there are ample opportunities for 
volunteers to tidy the stock, chat to customers and generally become part of the Holy 
Corner Booksale Team. And, if they don't have the time or inclination to volunteer, they 
could always come along as customers during the week of the Booksale. 

While I recognise that each church congregation has its own Christian Aid activities and 
programme, our work tends to extend throughout much of the year and may appeal to 
people looking for some longer term involvement with the book sale.  

If any of your congregation have books which they would like to donate they should deliver 
them to the side door of MUC Monday to Friday 10am – 12pm or contact us on 0131-229-
0090 or email holycornerbooksale@gmail.com to make an alternative arrangement. More 
details of the book sale are available at www.holycornerbooksale.wordpress.com.

Anyone interested in volunteering should contact me on 07754-264465 or by email 
at holycornerbooksale@gmail.com. If you would like any further information about the Holy 
Corner Christian Aid Booksale, please contact me and I will be happy to talk to you about it.

With my sincere thanks, Margaret Lobban, Holy Corner Christian Aid Booksale Organiser 

Christian Aid Week is almost upon us once again, this year from 12th -17th May.

Thank you to all of those members who have volunteered to help with the house to house 
collection this year. Collector’s materials will be available at the Church on 28th April, 5th and 
12th May. We are currently short of three collectors to cover our allocation of streets. If you 
can help by giving a few hours to collect, please contact Christian Aid Committee members 
Bob Cunningham (447 4757) or Evelyn Henderson (334 2463).
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DENTAL HEALTH NIGHT AT BBGA

Friday 22nd March saw us focus on oral and
dental health, making use of the talents of
one of our leaders, Callum Simpson, a
dentist by trade! Callum ran an interactive
workshop which was pitched to all our age

groups, with a vast array of slides, questions and then 
discussion with the young people. 

Then came the practical session. Working in twos the young 
people examined each other’s teeth. However, before they 
got to that part, they had to put on their sterile gloves then 
obtain a sealed sterile mirror before looking very carefully 
around their partner’s mouth – vigilantly supervised by our 
professional dentist! Our young people thoroughly enjoyed 
their night and went home with their mirrors, a new 
toothbrush and a tube of toothpaste. The dental health night 
ticked several boxes towards badge work for our young 
people.

Scott A J Peter

Captain, 55th Edinburgh BBGA

The 55th Edinburgh Boys’ Brigade & Girls’ Association have signed up for the Moderator’s 
Big Footprint 2019 event. The Big Footprint event this Easter is a chance for the Church of 
Scotland to show itself as a visible and active presence within local communities by walking 
together. The Guild, along with Girls' Brigade Scotland and Boys' Brigade, are encouraging 
church groups to get involved by holding their own walks. 

Most events will take place on Holy Saturday, but we are permitted to choose a different 
date if this does not suit. Therefore, we are planning our event for the evening of Friday 26th 
April. There are no rules on how long our community walk or journey should be – it could be
a mile, or it might be longer. What is important is the act of coming together, going out in to 
a community and inviting others to join us on the journey.

We plan to meet at the Braid Road entrance to the Hermitage at 6.45pm and take a 
leisurely low-level stroll lasting no more than an hour, before returning to the church for 
refreshments.

The 55th would like to invite all members of the congregation as well as the other youth 
organisations to take part. Posters reminding you of the details will be placed on various 
church noticeboards. We will also be reminding people during the Minute for Mission at the 
7th April service.

People should wear appropriate footwear and bring a rain jacket (just in case).

We hope to see as many of you as possible on 26th April!

(More information from the Church of Scotland below.)
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What’s THE BIG FOOTPRINT all
about? Week in week out, the Church, the 
Guild, BB and GB undertake incredible
work with individuals, groups and the
wider community. But so often, we are not 
seen and we are not heard. 

The BIG Footprint is a chance for the
Church of Scotland Guild, The Boys’
Brigade (BB) Girls’ Brigade Scotland
(GB) and wider church to come to
together to show how much we are at the 
heart of local communities. 

The BIG Footprint follows in the footsteps of the Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland Rt Rev Susan Brown, whose moderatorial theme has focused on 
Walking Together. During her year in the role, Susan is highlighting the many different 
benefits of getting out and walking more. 

Our ambition is that BIG Footprint events will be taking place across Scotland, and that 
each event will culminate in bringing people together for food and a blether. It can be a short
wander or even something more adventurous – it’s up to you! 

We hope that The BIG Footprint will help to make a BIG impression by bringing churches 
and communities together to show the footprint of faith that exists in Scotland today.

The event will be like no other – and what’s more – it will be a wonderful example of 
intergenerational working, with members from BB, GB and the Guild walking, talking and 
sharing together. But, if you don’t have a Guild, GB or BB, don’t worry – you can still take 
part in The BIG Footprint!

FLOWER LIST

Donated by Arranged by

,Apr 7 Dorothy Rutherford Ruth Henderson

14 Dorothy Mushet Marjory Watson

21 EASTER Flower Committee

28 Gourah Choudhury Joan Burnet

,May 5 Trudy Ferrier Irene Wilson
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MAY MAGAZINE

Material for the May issue of the magazine should be with the editor, Alison Riddell, by 
Friday 19th April 2019 and it will be available for distribution on Sunday 5th May. Please note 
that the copy date for the June magazine will be earlier than usual, Wednesday 15th May, 
rather than the usual Friday, to accommodate holidays. Contributions may be put in her 
pigeon-hole at church, sent by post to the church office at 2 Cluny Gardens, Edinburgh, 
EH10 6BQ or by email to editor@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk.

I worried

I worried a lot. Will the garden grow, will the 
rivers
flow in the right direction, will the earth turn
as it was taught, and if not how shall
I correct it?

Was I right, was I wrong, will I be forgiven,
can I do better?

Will I ever be able to sing, even the sparrows
can do it and I am, well,
hopeless.

Is my eyesight fading or am I just imagining it,
am I going to get rheumatism,
lockjaw, dementia?

Finally I saw that worrying had come to 
nothing.
And gave it up. And took my old body
and went out into the morning,
and sang.

Mary Oliver

Minister: Very Revd Dr Derek Browning  447 1617 derek.browning@churchofscotland.org.uk
Pastoral Assistant: Jacqui Lindsay 07834 364 628 

pastoralassistant@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk
Magazine Editor: Alison Riddell    445 2330         editor@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk

Church Office:   Carole Byres   447 6745         office@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk

Join us for worship on Sundays at 9.30am (September to June)
and 10.30am (throughout the year). Other services as announced.
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